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CITATION sopt o < 55T

In recognition and appreciation of his outstanding
and exceptionally meritorious service, I take great pleasure,
in accordance with the authority delegated to me by the

Coristitution of the Republic of Korea, in awarding the

REPUBLIC OF KOREA MEDAL
to

GENERAL JAMES A. VAN FLEET

UNITED STATES ARMY,' RET.

Throughout the years of trial and stress in the

emergence of Korea as an independent and demooratic Republic,

N Geﬁeral Van Fleet has been ever at the side of the Korean
people, sharing their grief and sacrifice as well as their
hopes and aspirations,

As Comm;hding General of the Eighth United States Army
early in- the Korean conflict, he‘provided military leadership
for the Republic of Korez that will never be'forgotten. His
bold strategy and exceptional tac@ical ability greatly
strengthened the poSition of the United Nations Forces, and
his unceasing efforts to develop the Republic of Korea Army
into a powerful fighting force have made a significant
contribution to the defense of the Free World.

Despite the pressure of heavy military-duties,rhé turned
his attention to the desperate plight of the civil population,
and with passionate cohcérn, generously gave the Korean people
every assistance at his command. At the same time, he has
constantly endeavored to create a healthy, energetic Korean

- economy and thereby has helped this country to survive the
devastating wreckage of war.

With tireless devotion and complete disregard of his
bersonalkinterests, General Vap Fleet has inspired countless

worthy projects to assist the Korean nation and people.
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Among such outstaﬂding contributions is the Cheju-do Ranch,
which is developing and improving livestock and other
enterprises related to farming.

His'deep aﬁd abiding interest in the Republic of Korea
has’culminated in the establishment of the Korea Society,
Incorporated, of which he is President, to augment the high
regafd and great friendship existing between the peoples of
America and Korea. His enthusiasm and unbounded energy have
brought many prominent citizens to+ridentify themselves with
the Society,'whose noble goals and motives will benefit
Korean learning and scholarship.

In war and peace, General Van Fleet has g&ven unstintingly
$ofihimself to encourage the democratic progress of the Republic
of Korea and to help this country attain its rightful place
in internatiornal affairs. He has been Korea's defender and
helper in innumerable ways. I therefore take deep pride in
awavdiﬁgwhim this greatly deserved recognition, on behalf of
the Korean peoplé, as a small token of our heartfelt gratitude
. for all that he has done and of our love for a distinguished

soldier and true friend.
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